
Outreach Court
Bernalillo County

Metropolitan Court

Albuquerque, NM

A progressive diversionary program

Allowing alternative resolutions



Removing Barriers

Outreach court enables homeless and precariously housed individuals who 
are actively engaged in the program to address their outstanding legal 

obligations, freeing them to reclaim their lives and return to the 
community as valued members.

Alternative Resolutions

In lieu of custody, fines, and fees for most misdemeanor charges, 
participants may engage in life skills activities, substance abuse group 

meetings, literacy classes, and training, or search for employment, 
counseling, and programming aimed at improving their situations under 

the guidance of their Community Provider. The court acknowledges these 
endeavors in order to satisfy the courts’ requirements.

Maria I Dominguez Presiding Judge

OUTREACH COURT



American Bar Association’s Definition 
of

“Homeless Person”

________________________________ 
Individuals who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime 

residence, including those who, due to loss of housing, economic 

hardship, or similar reasons, are sharing the housing of others or 

living in motels, hotels, or camping grounds.

❖ Precariously Housed

❖ At immediate risk of becoming homeless



Outreach Court
Is a collaborative effort among: 

Bernalillo County Metropolitan Court,

Office of the District Attorney,

 Law Offices of the Public Defender,

 The Private Defense Bar,

Albuquerque Police Department,

The Bernalillo County Attorney’s Office,

 And Community Providers.



Using the ABA’s

7 Guiding Principles 

for Homeless Courts

Based on the  San Diego Homeless Court Model



How Does Outreach Court Work?
Outreach Court is unique from all other specialty courts as it is designed to work with individuals already engaged 

with treatment providers and give them an opportunity to resolve outstanding misdemeanor cases and warrants.

This is accomplished by collaborating with Community Providers that are already providing services to these 
individuals.

This court will follow the American Bar Association’s (ABA) seven guiding principles for Homeless Courts and 
will model itself after the San Diego Homeless Court. This model is based around local community service 

providers being the gateway for participants to enter into the program voluntarily.

Each participant will have an attorney appointed to them free of charge through a unique partnership with The 
Law Office of the Public Defender.

Commencement Ceremonies will be held at Provider locations throughout the Community- removing the 
Courthouse from the equation.

The maximum amount of time in the program is 90 days



How Can An Individual Get Referred 
to Outreach Court?

The prospective participants are referred by their Community Provider to Outreach 
Court to determine eligibility.

If approved for participation, court staff will notify all involved parties.

The participant will work with their Community Provider at their chosen program to 
design a plan to move towards self-sufficiency prior to appearing in court.



What cases can be accepted into 
Outreach Court?

● All Misdemeanors from Bernalillo County can be accepted EXCEPT DWI’s

● Domestic Violence cases and Officer Victim cases require a second level of approval 

from the District Attorney’s office



What would prevent someone from 
being accepted to Outreach Court?

● Having been convicted of a violent felony in the past 7 years

● Having an outstanding warrant in another jurisdiction



Provider submits Referral 
Form and Release of 

Information

Outreach Court Referral Process
Program will notify 
Provider of client’s 

eligibility

*If not eligible case stays with 
Originally assigned Judge’s 

docket

 

If Eligible
Case is set for review in 30-45 days and the client’s appearance is not required.

Community Provider is asked to submit a Client Commitment Form

Project Specialist will reach out to Community Provider for an Advocacy Letter outlining client’s Participation

Outreach Court Team will review the Advocacy Letter and if appropriate an Order of Dismissal or Closure will be entered on the 
case at Commencement Ceremony.



This and the Release 
of Information form 
are both needed to 
get the referral to 
Outreach Court 
started.





This form will get 
signed by the 
client once they 
have been 
accepted into 
Outreach Court.



This letter is needed 
prior to the case 
review.



Please get all forms from 
our website at:

https://metro.nmcourts.gov/homeless-court.aspx

Or 

Google “Outreach Court”

https://metro.nmcourts.gov/homeless-court.aspx


Other Incentives of 
Outreach Court



● Outstanding community service satisfied

● Case closed or underlying charge dismissed 

● Law Office of the Public Defender appointed 

without application

● Clients can avoid coming to the courthouse

● Clearance Paperwork printed

● MVD reinstatement fee for license waived

● Warrants deactivated in 24 hours if possible

● Fines and fees satisfied



Outreach Court
incentivizes your program

To comply with Outreach Court 

The Client must comply with your program



Outreach Court is not punitive
Upon losing contact with a client-

Review hearing will be 
reset to give Attorney 
and Provider a chance 
to make contact

If still unsuccessful

Case will get set on 
Judge Dominguez’s 
formal docket with 
formal notice sent to 
client

If still unsuccessful

Case will get set back 
on original judge’s 
docket 



What does an agency need to do to become 
an approved provider?

● Having an approved Criterion on file with 
the Outreach Court gets you into the list of 
approved providers.

● This gets you a spot on the Outreach Court 
App.

*This is not a requirement to submit referrals
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